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These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club. For more information please 
contact us at; 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks/ 
or 
WWW.1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s. Content is offered as informational only. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising. Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication. Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication. Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk. 


As a precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions. 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means--electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems--without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 
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Summer and Winter 


Winter is on its way, at least in the Northern Hemisphere. "Down under” in 
Australia and South Africa, our members eagerly await the arrival of their version of 
May, and those below the Thirty-Fifth Parallel in the USA, the advent of slightly cooler 
temperatures and the onslaught of winter vacationers. Here in the Rust Belt, however, 
combines are rolling through the brown corn stalks, and the good ol' boys are checking 
their slug guns, for Deer Season is almost here. Summer in Ohio was both Dry and 
Miserably Hot, and | have the feeling that Winter will be both Wet and Miserably Cold. 
(Do | like the weather here? Is the sky green? Is the Dalai Lama Jewish? It could 
be worse. Steamboat Springs, Colorado saw snow weeks ago, and in Gunnison, Colorado 
the thermometer has already seen 10 F.) 


Sometimes hath the brightest day a cloud; 
And after summer evermore succeeds 

Barren winter, with his wrathful nipping cold: 
So cares and joys abound, as seasons fleet. 


(King Henry VI, Part ll - Act Il, se. 4.) 


It is thus by no means too early to think about next summer's events. Many of 


FRONT COVER: Pauk Culp copes with adversity -- a broken distributor 
-- as his Son Studies the proceedings. 


BACK COVER: Bob Pipkin's '38 Century sport sedan at hastonee Tambertine 
Lodae on Onegon's Mt. Hood. Read their stories in this cssue. 
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you know that the 1988 Buick Club of America National Meet will be held in Flint, 
Michigan — "Buicktown, USA" — July 7 - 10. An unprecedented variety of interesting 
and enjoyable events is planned. I heard from our member in The Netherlands, Hans 
Kirpestein (#624), that he is planning a trip to the USA to attend. If Hans can come 
from Europe, most of you can come from wherever you are. The BCA Central Ohio 
Chapter, of which | am a member, has already booked its complement of hotel rooms. 
Get busy and do the same. 


In addition, the Central Ohio Chapter will be hosting 1988's BCA Great Lakes 
Region Meet, to be held August 4-7 at Stouffers Inn, just off I-270 in Dublin, Ohio, a 
few miles north of Columbus. We have some great tours and other events planned for 
this, including a visit to Len Immke's car collection. Mr. Immke specializes in Buicks 
and Cadillacs. The collection is not open to the public, and I guarantee it will knock 
off your socks. Your Editor, by the way, is chairman of this Meet. Am Ia glutton for 
punishment, or just dumb? Neither. While I am not known for being devout, I believe 
in the Biblical injunction about casting bread upon the waters, and every loaf thus far 
cast has been returned. (Sowing and reaping, too.) Besides, somebody had to do it. 
To paraphrase a famous dairy products slogan, "If it's Olson's, it's got to be good." It 
will be. More details on this later. 


Last and I hope not least, one of us is doing preliminary work on another Club 
Meet in the Midwest. Don't get real excited about this yet, 'cause I don't know if we'll 
get anything together. More about this may follow. Probably 20% of our members 
live in California, which has been called the Land of Fruits and Nuts, but is indubitably 
the Land of Cars. And, there are several members in each adjoining state. How about 
you guys putting together a Club Meet on the West Coast? Don't sit back and wait 
for Somebody Else to do it. Like Tomorrow, Somebody Else never appears. 


"The world would sleep if things were run 
By men who say, 'It can't be done!" 


(Philander Johnson (1866-1939): It Can't Be Done) 


What other car magazine quotes Shakespeare; Milton; The Bible; Obscure Poets? 
None, and probably a good thing it is, too. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DRONING 


I am, you will recall, permitted a little of this by the Editor's Conscience. This 
time it involves your Club Number and your Membership Expiration Date. When Dave 
Lewis started the Club, he gave each member a number — I suppose because most clubs 
have numbers. I have continued this. The numbers don't mean much, but they do give 
& rough idea of when a person joined and how long he has been with us. The Club 
originally started with some 200 members, so anyone with a number between 1 and 
200 has been in since 1980 or 1981. We are now up to 666. This does not mean there 
are now that many members, because over half have dropped out along the way, and 
I don't use "old" numbers over again. Notwithstanding the numbers being in the Roster 
(which most of you have), many people forget them. Many people also forget when 
their memberships expire. We hope soon to be able to put this information on the mailing 
labels. The labels are prepared — on an unpaid, volunteer basis — by Steve Weinstein 
(#532), Steve's present computer program cannot handle more than names and addresses: 
it won't do the numbers and dates without going blooey. I know because we tried it. 
Steve is working at an upgrade of his equipment, and we hope to be able to add numbers 
and expiration dates to the labels in the future. That will at least give you a continuing 
reminder of this. THIS IS HOPE, NOT PROMISE! 


RED ROADMASTER POSTSCRIPT 


The Red Roadmaster of Oregon has been a busy car. In addition to its other activities 
(see this issue and the last one), Marshall Nelson's 1937 80C participated in a parade 
in Salem several weeks ago honoring a local high school boy who received national honors. 
His high school colors were black and dark red. The marching band and pom-pom girls 
wore black and red, and Salem Mayor Sue Miller wore a red dress and rode in the back 
seat — with the top down, of course. Doug Nelson says: "I had the pleasure of driving 
the car and it was great fun.” Timberline Lodge, described in Doug's touring story in 
this issue, was re-dedicated this year on its fiftieth anniversary. This event featured 
an actor playing Franklin D. Roosevelt and -— naturally — the Red Roadmaster. Below 
is a photo of Marshall Nelson, "FDR," and Big Red. Unfortunately, Doug was not able 
to get a photo of "FDR" riding in the back seat with the top down; would have been 
terrific. (This proves, by the way, that the tops of four-door convertibles can be put 
down and then up again.) 


CLUB PATCHES ARE READY 


One for $5.00 
Two for $9.00 
Three for $12.00 


Order from: Keith Ladderud 
21708 SE 291 St. 
Kent, WA 98042 
206/852-8425 (8S5B-UICK) 


VOLUME VI PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 


All members are reminded that there are nine — NINE — issues of THE TORQUE 
TUBE per Volume, and each Volume runs from September 1 to August 31 of the following 
year. Please do not ask why it's not on a calendar year basis: it got the way it is, and 
it's staying. There are nine issues because that is the Editor's ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM 
LIMIT. Here is a tentative schedule of publication for Volume VI. "Tentative" means 
exactly that. Please note that the identification by months doesn't mean much. 


Issue No. 1 "September" Already mailed. 
No. 2 "October" This is it. 
No. 3 "December" December 20, 1987 
No. 4 "January" January 20, 1988 
No. 5 "March" March 1 
No. 6 "April" April 10 
No. 7 "May" May 15 
No. 8 "June" June 20 
No. 9 "July" July 25 


Traditionally, I have omitted November, February and August, and I am 
adhering to that pattern in labeling the issues, even though "September" and "October" 
were a month or so late. 


Decals are back in stock. 


$1.00 each postpaid; 
3 for $2; 6 for $4; 
8 for $5; 10 for $6. 


ORDER FRO/4 EDI7OR 


TMM 3° NEW MEMBERS = = ll 


NEW MEMBERS: E.P.Moyer (Pat) (#665) NEW ADDRESS: 

RR 1 
Wallace Aiken (#663) Chemainus William VanderHoven (#557) 
5503 E.72nd Place B.C, VOR 1KO 2341 Greely Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 CANADA Loveland, CO 80538 
317/849-2595 604/246-3991 (Until 3/1/88) 
137 4) ‘37 80C 

, Milton Wadlar (#521) 

Roy King (#664) M.Saul Hoffman (#666) 659 West 183 St. 
Box 394 21328 Meteor Drive New York, NY 10033 
Garden City, KS 67846 Cupertino, CA 95014 
316/275-5253 408/738-0776 
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THREE CHEERS FOR -- DIVERSITY! 


The one thing, above all others, that I have found at once 
most interesting and rewarding about the antique car "hobby" 
-- I suppose it's a hobby, I'm not making money at it -- is 
not the cars, but the people. I have met people, and made 
friends, from many backgrounds, income levels, and walks of 
life. Few, if any, of these people would I have encountered 
otherwise, and I, for one, feel my life is much the richer for 
it. Almost to a man -- and woman -- antique car people are 
just plain nice folks. Moreover, contrary to what some casual 
observers might suppose, the hobby is not a rich man's diversion. 
Sure, if one looks among the Duesenbergs, Isottas and Packard 
Twelves, the owners will be pretty well-heeled. But that's 
really a small minority. Overall, I have always thought, antique 
car buffs are a microcosm of society, and in a club such as 
ours the lion may truly lie down with the lamb. 


With all this in mind, I decided to poke an Editorial Nose 
into Other People's Business. That is, I included in this year's 
Application and Roster Form lines where each member could, if 
he chose, indicate his occupation or business and his special 
interests or expertise. Although as of this writing (around 
mid-October), not all the forms have come in and some elected 
not to divulge this information, I have 177 responses to the 
"Occupation or Business" inquiry, which is a pretty decent 
representative sample. 


As I suspected, while the avocation is common to us all, 
the vocations are remarkably diverse. Would you have thought 
that we have among us, to cite just a few examples, a 
geophysicist, a state police officer, a landscape architect? 
One might expect some engineers, physicians, dentists; but in 
truth, professions typically associated with the higher income 
levels do not rise above a small minority. And how about butcher, 
stair builder, florist, or -- I really like these -- dealer 
in antique juke boxes, or criminal investigator for the Treasury 
Department? They're all here, folks, large as life, bound with 
all of us by a common interest in Great Cars. 


The results of this little poll are tabulated below. 


Accounting; Auditing 
Art; Design; Photography 
Automobile Dealers 
Auto, Truck Parts; Tires 
Auto, Truck Repair 
Banking; Finance 
Civil Service 
Clergy 
Consultants (Various) 
Contractors 
Concrete - 2 
Gen. Building - 6 
Plumbing; HVAC - 3 


Other - 2 t 
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Crafts (Mechanics; 13 
Machiniests; Carpenters; etc.) 

Data Processing 

Dentistry 

Dental Laboratory 

Education 

Engineering 

Farming 

Geophysics 

Investments 

Landscape Architecture 

Law Enforcement 

Lawyers 

Management; Supervision 
(Various) 

Manufacturing (Various) 

Medicine 

Pharmacy 

Pilots (Aircraft) 

Printing 

Real Estate 

Retail Businesses (Various) 

Sales 

Trucking; Limousines 

RETIRED 
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Obviously, all this was not easy to classify accurately, 
and some of the assignments to a category were more-or-less 
arbitrary. In general, I tried to separate managers who worked 
for a company from owners or principals of a business. Thus 
under "Manufacturing" I put people who own a business that makes 
something as distinguished from "Management" people who may 
work for a manufacturing company, even though the former are 
probably managers. Similarly, an engineer may be a supervisor, 
or own his own firm, but those who said "engineer" are listed 
as such. Likewise, an auto mechanic would be listed under 
"Crafts" and the owner of an auto repair business under "Auto 
& Truck Repair."’ You get the idea. In any event, the exercise 
was intended only to give a general, broad idea of the diversity 
of callings or vocations, among us, and I think it does that. 
The largest single category is of course "Retired," but that 
doesn't indicate this is an "old man’s hobby" since most were 
in it long before they retired, and the proportion -- 26 of 
177, or 15% -- probably corresponds closely with that of the 
population at large. 


I also asked about "Particular Interests or Expertise." 
I admit this was a bit ambiguous; I meant antique-car-related, 
but am now glad I did not say so precisely. I got a range of 
answers that defies classification, but which was entertaining 
and at least somewhat informative. As we knew, several of us 
are also interested in steam locomotives, and one in steam cars 
(he's restoring a Stanley). We also have complements of golfers 


and fishermen -- not surprising. Beyond that -- well, you name 
it. One member, known to some for a certain ribald waggishness, 
wrote "T&A."" This may mean "Technology and its Applications," 


or “Temples and Archaeological Sites," or “Texas and Arizona," 
or it may mean something else. 


TIMBERLINE LODGE TOUR 
Story and Photos by Doug Nelson - Salem, Oregon 


The idea came to us during the summer of 1986. Bob Pipkin and I were talking Buicks, 
and in particular 1937-38 Buicks. Why not have an Oregon tour to the Columbia River 
area and stay overnight at Timberline Lodge? 1987 would be 50 years since the 1937 
dedication of Timberline Lodge — one of the nation's outstanding structures. The Lodge 
is located on Mt. Hood, Oregon's most famous mountain. 


Timberline Lodge was built during 1936 and 1937 by northwest craftsmen as a WPA 
project (Works Progress Administration). Located at the 6000-foot level on Mt. Hood, 
the Lodge is built with native stone, wrought iron and heavy hand-hewn beams of Douglas 
Fir. A giant central fireplace and chimney. built with 400 tons of stone, is 92 feet tail 
and dominates the three levels of the Lodge. On the top of this chimney stands a brass 
weathervane which weighs 750 pounds. On September 28, 1937, President Franklin 
Roosevelt dedicated this beautiful building, calling it "a monument to the skill and faithful 
performance of the workers” who had built it. Timberline Lodge has become known 
around the world, and has been visited by over 30 million people in its 50-year existence. 


The main instigators of this adventure were Bob Pipkin and the brothers Nelson. 
Between us we had three roadworthy Buicks of the 1937-38 vintage. Our goal was to 
see some of the many points of interest in the Columbia River Gorge and Mt. Hood 
area during a long weekend in the summer of 1987, and to invite other 1937-38 Buick 
Club members along for the fun. Eventually eight couples in seven Buicks made the 
trip and all had a great time. 


9 


Marshatle Netson's '37 Roadmaster at Crown Point, Oregon. The stone structure 
was bucket in 1915 to commemorate completion of the Scenic Highway through 
the Codumbda Raver Gorge. 
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We left Salem on Friday afternoon, July 31 from Bob Pipkin's house and traveled 
up through Portland to Troutdale, Oregon, where we took the historic scenic river route 
up to Crown Point. A real bonus was in store for us there. The Pierce-Arrow Society 
of America was holding its national tour in the Portland area, and we intercepted that 
tour at Crown Point. It was an old car nut's dream! Buicks of the 30's meeting 
Pierce-Arrows of the teens, 20's and 30's on beautiful back country roads. At Crown 
Point everybody took pictures of the cars, each other and the Columbia River Gorge. 
What an afternoon! I fell in love with a gorgeous yellow and gold 1935 Pierce-Arrow 
coupe. We could have spent much more time, but alas, the stern wagon master Bob 
Pipkin made us leave so we could arrive at Hood River, Oregon to claim our motel rooms 
for the evening. We stopped briefly at Multnomah Falls, the second highest waterfall 
in the U.S. (620 feet), and the U.S. Government's Bonneville Dam, a giant hydroelectric 
facility. 


The following morning we all gathered at the historic Columbia Gorge Hotel for 
their famous two-hour breakfast. Nine courses in two hours of all you could possibly 
eat. The Hotel management was so impressed with Marshall Nelson's 1937 Roadmaster 
Phaeton that they asked him to park it out front in a special V.I.P. parking spot. While 
we were having breakfast, another old car bonus, the Portland, Oregon Chapter of the 
Horseless Carriage Club of America came touring through the beautiful hotel grounds. 
Most of them probably thought Marshall's car belonged there, as it looked so elegant. 


After this fantastic meal, we motored over the Lewis & Clark Highway to our next 
stop, Manyhill Museum of Art in the State of Washington. The museum, now housing 
many beautiful art collections, was originally built as a house for one Sam Hill (1857 
- 1931) a wealthy and talented businessman. He loved cars and the lower level of the 
house had two circular rotundas, even capable of parking 24 automobiles. On the entry 
level these rotundas served as circular driveways to deliver guests to a large reception 
hall. You really have to see this place to believe it. Again mean old Bob Pipkin made 
us leave because we had yet to drive up the mountain to Timberline. 


Doug Nelson's '38 model 665 and Bob Pipkin's '38 modek 67 Look over the 
Cofumbia River from the Maryhill Museum. 


We attempted to find some open antique shops in The Dalles, Oregon for the ladies 
but only succeeded in losing two of our party briefly before rejoining them on the highway 
up to Mt. Hood. We all had a good lesson in keeping seven cars together. Other stops 
along our route were Celilo, a traditional Indian fishing ground in the days when the 
Columbia was undammed and turbulent, and Rowena Crest, a high bluff overlooking 
the River with spectacular views. 


During the entire trip, no one had any mechanical trouble aside from a few 


embarrassing radiator boil-overs because of the hot weather. All of us were pleased 
with the roadworthiness of the Buick Automobile. 
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By late afternoon Saturday we reached the parking lot at Timberline at the 6,000-foot 
level. What a climb, but taken in stride by the Buicks. More pictures, tire kicking, 
and another great meal in the historic Timberline Lodge that evening. Sunday morning 
we drove down the mountain to Portland and stopped at the historic Pittock Mansion 
where we met Club member Jerry Beal (#606) and his beautiful 1938 Century Phaeton. 


1937-38 Club members making the tour were the Dug Waggoners (#010), the Bob 
Berdans (#368), Marshall Nelson (#370), the Bob Pipkins (#076) and the Dug Nelsons 
(#051). Other Buick friends drove a beautiful 1941 super coupe and a 1951 super woody 
wagon. Truly, an unforgettable adventure. 


Three Centuries at the Pittock Mansion: Bob Pipkin's sport sedan, Jerry 
Beake'’s phaeton, and Doug Netson's Sport coupe. 


Our thanks to Doug Nelson for Sharing with us this great adventure. 
After reading it, I was sorry I hadn't made the trip all the way to Oregon 
to participate. There are some terrific Sights to be seen in the Pacific 
Northwest, and, contrary to what you may have heard, it doesn't rain every 
day. (In fact -- I regret to say -- Cofumbus, Ohio has a higher annual 
percentage of cloudy days than Seatthe.) Mt. Hood, at 11,245 feet, is Onegon's 
highest peak and can be seen from a great distance -- our answer to Fujiyama. 
The Cokumbia River rises in British Columbia, «lows south through Washington 


and then turns west to form most of the Onregon-Washington border, emptying 
into the Pacific after 1,200 mikes. Before the Gummint put all those dams 
across it, the river was a Lot wilder than today, but the salmon stile run 
A gS thanks to ish Ladders in the dams, and people and bears stile 
chase 'em. 


In the photos we see again the Red Roadmaster featured in Last issue's 
Romantic Fable. This time, of course, the story is true, but the Roadmaster 
45 Fabulous in any event. The other cars ain't bad, either! 
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COPING WITH ADVERSITY 


McA 


STORY & PHOTOS BY PAUL B. CULP, JR. 


It was beautiful autumn weather in October 1986 and we looked forward to a Sunday 
drive to Princeton, New Jersey. Our route was via the Point Pleasant-Stockton Bridge 
across the Delaware River. After crossing the Delaware we drove directly to Princeton. 
By mid-afternoon we decided to return by way of the Black River and Western Railroad 
to see the steam locomotives and perhaps arrange a few "period" photographs. Upon 
our arrival in Ringos, New Jersey we were met by B.R.&W. #60 as she crossed the short 
girder bridge into the station and by a dozen or so admirers of old machinery. (This 
is certainly the place to see it especially since it is only 65 miles west of New York 
City.) 


I like watching the locomotive being serviced so we drove the Buick into the yards. 
I have enjoyed watching this "Consolidation" type locomotive many times. The first 
time, it was on the end of the "Broadway Limited" in September 1963. The Great Western 
Railway (a sugar beet operation) of Colorado had sold #60 to the B.R.&W. I just happened 
upon her "dead-head” move from Colorado to New Jersey. 
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So there | was in my 1938 Buick Century parked beside a 1937 product of the 
American Locomotive Company. After seeing the movie "Back to the Future" I found 
myself in a 50-year time warp. We watched the steamer switching in the yards while 
that big Buick looked on with stately approval. The elements were in harmony. 


As the sun was lowering in the sky with only about three hours of daylight left, 
we planned to view #60 cross the first grade crossing north of the station on her return 
trip to Flemington, N.J. 


We started off for home in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and within a mile of the 
grade crossing the '38 quit. A few preliminary checks confirmed it was the ignition. 
(90% of all automotive problems are electrical, to quote an old trouble shooting guide). 
No spark from the coil while cranking, so “off with the distributor cap." The problem 
was evident by the floppy breaker plate as the engine cranked. The vacuum advance 
arm was askew and jammed out of position. The points were not opening. One of the 
plastic breaker plate bearings and centering supports was broken (there are three at 
120° positions). I also fetched out part of an advance spring. Evidently the mechanical 
advance spring under the breaker plate broke, jamming the cam rotation, forcing the 
breaker plate out of position and misaligning the points thus collapsing the circuit. 


Notice broken plastic bearing support. 
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Broken pins and Spring. 


On the road in these circumstances, you compromise. So, I removed the vacuum 
advance line and plugged it, lifted the breaker plate, and removed the springs and 
centrifugal weights. I then repositioned the plate and three plastic centering bearings, 
checked point gap, installed rotor and cap and we were off on our way home. 


Outside of minor back-firing, she pulled strongly even out of the Delaware River 
Valley and up to the rolling hills of Bucks County. At home that night I knew it was 
R&R (remove and replace) time for the distributor. 


I began this project by first locating another distributor. An incomplete unit for 
$15.00 was had with its mechanical advance unit complete. After positioning the 
crankshaft and rotor (following the shop manuals) removal and inspection revealed broken 
pins on the advance plate. These could be repaired by making new pins, but I chose 
the easier solution: use another one. Fabrication of these parts could be done another 
time (another one of those winter projects!). 


I cleaned and disassembled the replacement distributor after lubricating all the 
moving parts. They were installed in reverse order. The springs can be acquired at 
a NAPA store. These sets are in the $5.00 range (the length is about 3/4" or .750). 


When installing, be sure that the breaker plate is free to move in its three-point 
suspension. Those three molded plastic pieces fit in specific locations. (If your distributor 
has balls then be sure that the retainers are holding the balls in proper alignment.) Now 
I set the point gap from .012 to .018. (The dwell angle is 30°.) 
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Drive gear in place on two units. The off passage holes should be c£eaned 
out with Lacquer thinner and compressed air. 


Distributor advance weights, springs and cam. 
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Close-up of Sprtng. 


A limited amount of cam lubricant was applied which should add to the life of the 
breaker block. Before positioning, be sure your cork gasket is in good order. I made 
a new one out of cork roll. This will keep the side of your engine clean of oil leaks. 
(Yes there is a hole from the main oil gallery to the distributor - perhaps the new gasket 
will improve oil pressure slightly.) After locating the rotor in relation to the camshaft 
and crank (notice the advance and retard positions), I secured the distributor with its 
two bolts and adjusted the timing with a strobe to six degress advance. After all this, 
the cover for the flywheel inspection hole was put back in place. One more project 
crossed off the list. 


Centering plastic bearing and setiing points. 
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Perfectly Recast 


STEERING 
WHEELS 


1936 Thru 1947 
$2.00 for Brochure 
Must 
Specify year 


(602) 278-4505 


JB Donaldson € 0 


2533 W Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 


TECHNICAL TIPS 


A DISTRIBUTOR PRIMER 


by The Editor 


Paul Culp's story is not intended to be a definitive treatise on distributors. One 
very useful thing it does tell us is this: if you have trouble on the road with either the 
mechanical or vacuum advance mechanisms, they can be deactivated and the engine 
will still run well enough with no spark advance to get you home, or to the nearest source 
of help. The two advance systems work in tandem. Plugging or failure of the vacuum 
advance is not likely to break anything inside the distributor. However, when, as here, 
the mechanical advance system fails, the vacuum advance, when it tries to function, 
is likely to screw things up and must be shut down also. 


I cannot write a definitive treatise on distributors or ignition systems either. 
However, | can give you a little elementary material on how they work. This, plus the 
diagram and part numbers taken from the Master Parts Book, and material from other 
sources, may help some of you to better understand Paul's story and photos. 


We are of course dealing with a breaker-point system and thus — fortunately for 
me — can forget about electronics. In either type ignition system, however, we are 
dealing with two circuits: primary and secondary. The sole purpose of these is to cause 
high-voltage current to jump the gap between the electrodes of each spark plug with 
a miniature arc, to ignite the air-fuel mixture in each cylinder at precisely the right 
time. 


The primary circuit conducts low voltage from the battery and consist of: 


ignition switch 

resistance wire 

ignition coil primary winding 
breaker points 

condenser 


The secondary circuit consists of: 


secondary windings in the coil 
distributor cap 

rotor 

high-voltage (spark plug) cables 
spark plugs 


The wiring in the secondary circuit is heavily insulated because it must conduct 
high-voltage ("high tension") electricity. If we recall our high school general science 
class, we know that voltage is akin to pressure and amperage to quantity. 


We can fill a water-gun, give a slow, gentle pull on the trigger and get only a 
dribble, no matter how much water the gun holds: not enough pressure. Likewise, no 
matter how big our battery and cables, six volts is not enough electrical “pressure” 
(voltage) to jump that gap in the spark plug: we need thousands of volts. 
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The function of the distributor is to distribute high-voltage current to each spark 
plug at the right instant. It does so, of course, by spinning a rotor past the cable terminals 
in the distributor cap, the rotor being mounted on a shaft driven by a gear meshing 
with a gear on the camshaft. When we turn the ignition switch on, current flows from 
the battery through the primary winding of the coil and closed breaker points to ground. 
The points are opened and closed by a cam on the rotating shaft. 


HIGH-VOLTAGE SPARK & 


PRIMARY WINDING 


COIL BOOSTS 
BATTERY VOLTAGE = 


SHAFT TURNS ROTOR 
Typicai point type ignition system 


Current flowing through the coil's primary winding creates a magnetic field around 
the winding. When the points open, the primary circuit is interrupted, and the magnetic 
field collapses. This induces an extremely high voltage in the secondary windings of 
the coil. This high voltage flows through a high-voltage cable from the top of the coil 
to the center terminal of the distributor cap, to the rotor, and thence through the 
terminal in the cap aligned with the rotor at that moment to a spark plug. The plug 
"fires," and the air-fuel mixture is ignited, forcing the piston down. The crankshaft 
turns, the camshaft turns, the distributor shaft turns, and the cam closes the points 
again. The next spark plug to fire will be the one connected to the distrubitor cap 
terminal aligned with the rotor in the position it has when the points next open. 


PLEASE NOTE. Illustrations accompanying this article not labelled as "Buick Shop 
Manual" or "Master Parts List" are taken from a general auto reference work ("MOTOR 


Auto Engines and Electrical Systems" - 8th Edition). These show typical configurations 
and do not represent exactly any particular car. 


Simple, yes? There is one remaining problem. The opening of the points tends 
to induce voltage in the primary winding, which we do not want, because it will arc 
current across the points. This arcing will burn the points quickly. To bring the primary 
circuit current flow to an abrupt stop and minimize the arcing, a condenser is connected 
across the points. The condenser is a capacitor: a device which can "soak up," store, 
and release voltage. 


The coil is nothing more than a simple transformer: two coils of wire around 
a soft iron core in a hermetically sealed case. The secondary winding may have 15,000 
- 30,000 turns of fine ‘copper wire, insulated from the core and each other by a thin 
coating of enamel. Outside this, and insulted from it, is the primary winding, far fewer 
turns of much heavier copper wire. 
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Fig. 12-21. Distributor—All! Series 
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If the engine ran at constant speed under uniform load, this little essay would 
be over. But, in addition to opening and closing circuits and sending high-voltage surges 
out to the spark plugs, the distributor must time these surges according to engine 
requirements. This is done by the centrifugal (mechanical) and vacuum advance 
mechanisms. 


The centrifugal advance mechanism responds to engine speed, advancing and 
retarding ignition timing by moving weights as they rotate. The base plate (see the 
diagram) is rigidly attached to the shaft. Two centrifugal weights are pivoted on pins 
attached to the base plate. The weights are held inward by small coil springs (one of 
these broke in Paul's story). There is a pin extending up from each weight; these engage 
slots in a plate welded to the base of the cam. The springs hold the weights close to 
the center of the distributor when the engine is idling. As engine speed increases and 
the base plate rotates faster, centrifugal force pulls them outward. This rotates the 
cam in relation to its former position, advancing the spark. That is to say, the points 
open a fraction of a second sooner than at idle speed, and the spark plug fires before 
the piston reaches top dead center (TDC). How much before is, of course, a function 
of how far the spark is advanced. Why do this? The answer is that at higher RPM the 
air-fuel mixture needs extra time to start burning if it is to start "pushing" immediately 
at TDC, because everything is moving so fast. When we talk about timing here, folks, 
we're talking millionths of a second. 


NO ADVANCE FULL ADVANCE 


As engine speed increases, the centrifugal 
advance weights inove outward and advance the timing 


Engine speed is not the only reason to advance or retard spark. Load on the engine 
of course varies, and is not a direct function of RPM. During acceleration or under 
heavy load, the advance necessary to maintain maximum power is less than that required 
for light loads. In the '37 and '38 Buick, the centrifugal advance mechanism is designed 
for best full throttle operation. The increased advance for light load is furnished by 
the vacuum advance mechanism. 


The vacuum advance consists of a unit attached to the distributor housing. Inside 
is a spring-loaded diaphragm connected by an arm to the breaker plate, which is mounted 
on ball bearings in the distributor. The unit is sealed and connected to the carburetor 
by a vacuum line. Increasing vacuum pulls the diaphragm back, moving the arm and 
the breaker plate. The points are attached to the plate, and thus their location in relation 
to the cam is varied in this way. (Thus, the centrifugal advance varies the orientation 
of the cam in relation to the points, and the vacuum advance the orientation of the 
points in relation to the cam.) 


BUICK SHOP MANUAL, 19387 
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Fig. 12-20. Distributor Spark Advance—Series 40 


The advance to obtain smooth idle should be zero. The centrifugal advance thus 
does not begin to function until RPM exceeds about 500. The vacuum line is connected 
to the carburetor throat (not the manifold) above the throttle valve ("fly"). Thus when 
the valve is closed (horizontal) there is little or no vacuum in the line, and it is necessary 
to open the throttle to the equivalent of 18 MPH to get sufficient vacuum to begin 
advancing the spark. 


Under normal driving (part throttle) both the centrifugal and vacuum advance 
mechanisms are at work. Under heavy load, intake vacuum decreases: more air is 
entering the manifold in relation to the falling pistons' ability to pump air out of it. 
Under this condition, the vacuum advance is not operating and the spring in the unit 
pulls the breaker plate to the retard position. 
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Isn't all this simple? Not really; there's a lot | left out, but maybe some of you 
now understand a little better how distributors work and why. It is the automatic 
variation of timing that makes for a lot of the complexity. Before the introduction 
of this, back — way back — in the 20's and before, there was just a lever on the steering 
column, connected to the breaker plate by linkage, and you did it yourself. Before you 
crank ‘er, push the lever to "Retard;" when you're chuggin' along about 35 on the level, 
push up to full "Advance;" start goin’ up hill and you'd better start back toward "Retard" 
or you'll hear some awful knockin’. A lot simpler, but the automatic mechanisms do 
it with much greater precision, for better performance. 


As I said, there's much more to say about ignition and timing, and there are several 
little pieces in the distributor we haven't talked about at all. We've hardly scratched 
the surface of repairing all these parts. But it's all | can do for now. Maybe more next 
time. Can any member contribute to this? 


Mm BUICK MASTER PARTS LIST §@ 


DELCO-REMY IGNITION DISTRIBUTOR 


24 


WODELS AND BESCRIFTION 


+--+ 1928 (820873) 
+++» 1929 (826373) 


wee 


+ 1937-60-80-90/1865761) if Strombers carb 


1930-30 (829739) 
193040 (1835705) 


+ 1930-50-60 (1835742) 


-+« ¥931-60-80-90 (2837761) Order 662-B 
«+ 1931-32-50 (1838293) 
«= 1932-66-80-90 (1542675) 

- 1933-50 (1847011) 


» 1933-60-80-90 (1847019) 


1934-35-40; 1936-60-80-90 (1855847) 
1934-50 (1553767) 


« 1934-60-90 (1853155) 


«+» 193640 (1860569) 
- 1937-40 (1865759) 


- 1937-G0-80-90 tf Marvel carhureter 


Lt, ne. PART QO. LEST PRICE 
DISTRIBUTOR, Compicte 
dnbevave 640-A 8.00 
640e6erdiies 440.) 8.00 
eee es 439-¥ £.00 
eer 440-7 8.00 .. 
FaPeBokerae 650-B 5.00 . 
SCC Het 660-L 1050 . 
dowd 662-8 16,50 . 
J depbeewbes 661-4 2.50 
Spesksebece 661-K 9.50 . 
socenmoser’> 663-E 10.00 . 
SW potwediats 663-C  =10.M. 
slsvesses . 663-A 10,00 . 
we-¢oesgspeac 663-F 16.00 
pavmvenvv~e 663-Y 10.00 
663-2 1000. 
o6e céwet33 663-ZX 10.00 
aaargtisde Tivo80) «10.00 . 


» 1938 


1 BEARING, Breaker picte ball 
Rs. 


1934 to 1938 


2 BUSHING, Contoct arm insulating 


05 .... 
M2 2605 


33765 
33436 
ipsa uenes 1837832 

23436 
1aéS977 


105: a0 


03 ... 


05 


1923 to 1927—Lower 
1923 to 1927—Upper 


1930-50-60; 1931-32—Upper and lower 


(#° 1D) 
1930-50-60; 1931-32—Lower (7" LD) 
1937-38 


3 BUSHING, Terminal screw insulating 


O05 ...- 1930-30 
06 .... 1937 
10 ,,.. 1938 


BUTTON, Distributor cop carbon 
05 .... 1929 to 1938 


821604 


5 
1,50 


» 1921-22 6-Cyl. 


- 1922 to 1924 4-Cyl, 


+ 1923 6-Cyl. 


+++ 1924 te 1927 6-CyL 
. 19278 


~ 1929; 1930-40 


+ 1930-50-60 


- 1930-56 


-o« 1931.32 
- 1933 


- 1934 to 1936 


- 1937 
- 1938 


«++ 1921-22 6Cyl. 

-«» 1922-23-24 4-Cyl, 

«+» 1923-24 6Cyl: 1925 to 1927 
- 1928 


1929; 1930-40-50-60 


+++ 1930-30 
seve 1937 to 1938 


6 CLIP, Terminal screw chonnel 


26153 


--> All models 


25. 


HA98, #8. PART SO. (EST Price MOGELS ABD CESCAIPTION 
= CONDENSER 
Pree akawnks 17307 1.50 _.. 1923-22 
Pewbapaveci 17254) 01.00 -... 1922-23-24 4407 !.; 1923 6Cyl, 
~HNwasasnes 16063 50 _... 1926 G41; 1926-27 
FtWarseewss *1869704 40 . 1928-29; 193039; 1933; 1937-38 
thaws *1869706 4% 0, 9930-50-50-40; 1933.32 
bgeoquaeds *1869705 ww » 1934-35-40. 1936 

GEAR 
ahesediests 332416 «1.30 .... 1922 to 1925 
eNakis dees 36140 95 . 1926-27 
Pee eeesews 8211463 185 1928-29: 1930-40-50.40 
dsiteegnss, *1837949 AY... 9931 to 1933; 1934.35-50-60-00 
bap 5 sts *1283994 7 - 1934-3540: 1936-37-38 


16631 
821136 
seeeseesess 1835973 


eee 


1923 to 1925 


+ 1926-27 


- 1928-29; 193040 


1930-60-60 


~»+ 1933 

<= 1934-35-50-60-00 

--« 1934-35-40; 1936 
. 1937-38 


INSERT, Distributor cop outlet 


Lt LEAD, Brecker plate ground 


1853288 


LEAD, Terminal connector 


5 .... 
OL 4.45 


10 


a5 
10 
20 


30 .. 


' 
1923 to 1933 
1929 to 1938 


1934 to 1936 


1931-32 
1934-35-50-60-90 


- 1934-35-40; 1936 
. 1937-38 


LOCKWASHER, Condenser ottaching serew 


- 1922 to 1927: 1930-30 
. 1928 to 1938 


106495 
141551 


NUT, Contact screw lock 


13 PIN, Distributor cap spring 


1836915 
14 PIN, Geer 


813131 
disney sree ™ 815003 


"1857492 
15 PLATE, Brecker 


1836904 
1839624 
1843440 
1683281 
1845968 


1 
01 


05 .... 1924 to 1927—Large 
05 .... 1924 to 1927—Smail 


OB nn, 


1937-38 


-» 1928 
- 1929: 1930-40-50-00; 1931 to 1933; 


1934.35-50-60-90 


- 1934-3540: 1936-37-38 


- 1924 te 1927 E-Cyl. 


++ 1928-29; 1930-40 

- +» 1930-50-60—Upper 
«= 1920-50-60—Lower 
«« 1930-30 

- 1931-32—Upper 


» 1931-32-—-Lower 
- 1933 


1934-35-36 


- 1937-38 


Hiss. fe. PART OO. LEST PRICE BOOTLE ANS SESCRIPTICN ASS. O05. PART AG, LIST PRICE MOBELS AND DESCHIFTION 


DELCO-REMY IGNITION DISTRIBUTOR—Continued Phaanteeass 1943046 1.25 .... 1932-60-80-90 
_ eae aie jj  “tiigeeiesss 1845954 «1.25 .... 1933-50 
POINTS, sac sa TN 1845947 1.25 .... 1933-60-80-00 
Pee ae * 813738 = 40... 1930-5060—Arm (2) 0 vce 1856027 1.00 .... 1934-35-40; 1936-60-80-90 
pepe *1845785 = 25 _... 1930-50-60—Support (Lower) ceceeeeeess 1860927 1.00 .... 1936-37-40 
Sees <.-*1849877 25... 1930-50-60—Support (Upper) caweevenees 1865952 1.00 .,., 1937-60-80-90 tf 663-Z distributor 
mex tehaaccad REPEOI .-+s 1937-60-80-90 {f 663-ZX distributor 
ere e ..WIB579S8 «1.30 .... 1931-32—Point set caignesucany RONOGEE LOR. 5. TOD 
tenet 813238 43©9— «AO... 1931-32—Arm (2) 
peaeeis ---» 18465785 25 .... 1931-32-——-Support (Lower) 23° SPRING, Distributor cop retaining 
isdeivactas, SUCIETNS .25 ..-- 1921.32-—Support (Upper) 
ag e ne rr veces: BOVIN, «0. VDT ABD 
*1871869 ~eee ¥¥33 to 1936—Point wet serpewenses = SIOUP AD wus IUER Se USEF 
“wae dc... eaereeie |  __eweonsa --. 834069 «05 .... 1928-29; 1930-40-50-60 
wan FS... sense Ce eee commences SOO 8b... 1D 
cececeeseee 1836913 05 .... 1931 to 1938 
*1871870 9.75... 1937-38—Point set 
ys4z0s8) = 50... 1937-38—Arm 24 SPRING, Astomatic odvance weight 
eeeseroess ye8é6se75 2 *T 1937-38—Support See ddaat ck 342780 L er 1926-27—1 used 
ns re 36348 «= .05 .... 1926-27—2 used 
18 ROTOR seerveveses 820962 .05 .... 1928—1 used 
W267 «25... 1929-22 Seeskhs chs 820438 4«= 05 .... 1928—1 used 
325) BO. 19TH 819194 = .10 ..., 19ZP;> 1930-40; 1931 to 1935:1936-60 
620445 9.20... 1928-29: 1930-40-50-00 —2 used 
ae igre 30... 20908 ceseecevers 821648 .05 .... 1990-30—2 used 
sBheakaitad *1836893 30 _... 1931 to 1938 sesbisienes 823238 = «10 .... 1930-50-60 
IY ie +. 1835699 =.05 .... 1930-50-60 
seid udew +» B25515 05 .... 1936-40; 1937.38 


SCREW, Brecker picte ground lead 
25 D, Termine! i 
acccccerecs BISCRE 01 .... 1934 te 1936 -” pecitsibeilaaeaai 
Meiede case 817363 05 .... 1934 40.1937 ceeeeeeesss @ES3691T 20 ,... 1939-32-33 
oeeseviesees *18524625 AG .... 1934 to 1938 


SCREW, Condenser attachiag 
26 SUPPORT, Distributor cop spring 


wis amieed . Boze47 «05 .... 1922 to 1927 
evesecacens WSUGET OL cca TORRRGS 7990-40; 2958 ihn hasnt 1853292 05 .... 1937-38 
cecescecces YV49I5S OL .... 1930-50-60; 1931-32; 1934 to 1937 
Ge . WS417 OL... 1930-20 27 WASHER, Autometic odvance weight 
19 SCREW, Brecker plote cttecbing 0 nt te nee ee 811124 «= 01... 1928 to 1938 
bavahuas se» « $8167040=— 5 5... 1978 tO 1938 WASHER, Breaker plate ground spring 
2) SCREW, Contoct orm teaslon spring ond condenser lead cttoching = «= * 1e659830=— 05... 1937-38 
Pee cecee BU3512 OL .... 1928 to 1926 2 Ow. 
She ite 1a58576 «05... 1937-38 sichinanaens 
shidsies mano 810074 «= 02... 1928 to 1933: 1934-35-50-60-90 005" 
SERSW, Wictrthatar shelh tel ging end spring vetebiing 0 tte eee nee * s-++ 1928 to 1933; 1934.35-50-60-90 0407 
Aiduddeect 848595 = .05 .... 1934-35-40; 1936.37-38—.005* thick 
voneeceeews V4247A OL eee WPRBCONMBS ee +» 1848596 = -.05_-.... 1934-35-40; 1936-37-38—.010" 
26454 di -. 109439 «= -.05 .... 1994 to 1938 . vo 
29 WASHER, Gear thrart 
21 SCREW, Terminal . 
BS cae! siooss «= 05... 1928-29-30 
eeerere -) 107774 .O1_-.... 1928-29; 1920-40-50-40 itcvcecess “SUIQ0S: 66s... EROS 
exenah baer 141551 .01 ..... Lock washer seveneeceee 1849806 05 ..., 3933: 1934.35-50-60.90 
pater eeeees 820987) 05 .... 1930-30 seneeeseees®1266718 15 .... 1934-35-40: 1936-37-30 
obed dares 1O7710 DL .... 9937-38 
Bars Gone ces» 1208410901 .,., 1937-38—~—Lockwasher 30 WASHER, Shaft weight plate 
SCREW, Timing adjusting and gear retaining 0 hee eens siiviz O05 .... 1928; 1931 to 1933 
Si ae g10085 §=_ «05... 1929-30 
senveveeees  V5AOS IB ARGO MAT -. 1849806 05 .... 1934 to 1938 


22 SHAFT AND PLATE 
31 WASHER, Terminal stud insalcting 


ee 16628 4863.00 .... 1926-27—With advance plate & weights 

Sed ae a21145 «1.50 .... 1928 ccececcevee 1053286 05 .... 1934.35-36-37—Inside 
ener 825513 140 .... 1929 citeceeeees 20076 «05... 11923 to 1927—Outside 
he ceces 829617 1.50 .... 1930-30 

Spevasldcesh 1835631 1.50 .... 1930-40 32 WEIGHT, Automatic edvasce 

Laeriogt A 1B35975 1.50 .... 1930-50-60 

Paty 8 1837941 1.50 .... 1931-60-80.90 nmaemicien ve 13408 75... 1921-22 

cot hinds 1839350 1.50 .... 1931-22-60 


PART BO. 


List Paice 


20 2.5, 
AS ..06 
10 ..+- 
Pe 


O65 ... 
068.2 
05 «605 


12741 | ee 
814644 30... 


MOSELS AND OESCEIPTION 


1928 

1929; 1930-40-50-60 
1930-30 

1931 to 1938 


1928-29: 1930-40-50-60 
1930-30 
1931 to 1938 


DELCO-REMY DISTRIBUTOR VACUUM CONTROL 


23 VACUUM CONTROL, Complete 


paasseevens 680-R 125 .... 1934-3540; 1934 
starsat 680-H 125 .... 1934-35-50-60-90 
eaeewanes 481-H 125 .... 1937-38 
BRACKET, Vocuem coatroi 
tnkivaguerns 18533462 20 .... 1934-35-36 
Cerbaerse® 1865984 O05 .... 1937-38 
COUPLING 
sbivesseots 1854956 35 .... 1934-35-40; 1936 
cabo binges 1841900 25 .... 1934-35-50-00-90 
eres ty 1865961 25 .... 1937-38 
GASKET, Coupling 
. 1841901 O05 .... 1934 to 1938 


NUT, Vecuum contro! moertiag 


Bash t slow 1529S 0.02... 

Salvi 141552 Ol... 
SPRING, Dicphrogm 

spa banient 1853671 = 10... 

Psatexens 1845960 9.10... 


1934-35-36 
Lockwasher 


1934-25-26 
1937-38 
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WIRING HARNESSES 


AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION | 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HANDCRAFTED WITH THE 
FINEST MATERIALS 
EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 
LIMITED WARRANTY 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


SCHEMATICS 
ALSO OFFERING: 
WIRING SUPPLIES 
BRAIDING SERVICE 


DAVE LEWIS 


RESTORATION 


Detailed Restoration And Parts For 
All 1937 And 1938 Buick Automobiles 


3825 South Second Street, Spri [inods 62703 
217-529-$ 


__PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 


REYNOLDS 
CLASSIC CAR COVERS 


Covencaarr 


* Custom Fit 
* Quality Fabrics 
* Assorted Colors 


JOHN L. REYNOLDS 

21622 Tribune Street 
Chatsworth, California 91311 
(818) 882-6211 


Wr Ara) 
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FOR SALE: One set NOS pistons (8), 3-3/32, O40 oversize, 1938 
series 40. $60. 


LELAND MARTIN (#053) 
122 Pine Run Church Rd. 
Appollo, PA 15613 


FOR SALE: 1937 40 series frame complete with all front and rear 
suspension, brake drums, rear end, transmission and good running 
engine--when last started about five years 4go, Block is 1939. 
$600. 


HOWARD VAILLANCOURT (#440 
Phone 203/457-0262 (CONN. 


nnn eee EEEE EEE 


BUICK TORQUE BALL SEAL KITS, include shim gaskets, cork packing, instruction 
sheet and a tube of silicone. Will fit 1937-38 all series. $29.95 postpaid. (Nd residents, 
add 6% sales tax.) Send check or money order with name and address; year and series 
of car. Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


JECC, Inc. (Jerry Pasquariello #643) 
P.O. Box 616 


West Paterson, NJ 07424 
201/890-9682 


LES 


Custom-fit car covers made to fit your specific vehicle. By Covercraft 

the largest car cover manufacturer in the world. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Special discount to 1937-1938 Buick club members. Any model 1937-1938 

Buick; Polycotton $119.00; Tan Flannel $129.00; Technalon in gold, blue 

and gray $139.00; Duralon in 7 colors $259.00, Order now. Reynolds 

Classic Car Covers #061, 21622 Tribune Street, Chatsworth, California 91311, 


818-882-6211 


1937 Buick Headlights (Lense,Guts,Reflector,ETC...) 
1937 Intermediate steering arm pivot kit (Series 40/60) 


$15C.00 set 
$ 25.00 


Parting out a 1938 Buick Series 61 and 68, all parts are used. 


7-7/8" Firestone Drive Lights 

Tail Lights (Base,Lense,£TC...) 

Head Lights (Lense,Cone,Guts,Reflector,Etc...) 
Front Bumper Badge (Buick 8 Bumper Badge) 

Front Bumper (Special / Century 

Bumper Guards 

Rechromed Bumper Guards 

Rear Bumper (Special / Century) 

Rear Bumper Gravel Guard (Special / Century) 
Engine Gravel Guard (Cen ) (Sandbdlasted) 
Front Door Wing Vents (Special / Century) 
Automatic Choke 

Hood (Century) 

Rear Floor Foot Rest (Limited) 

Rear Arm Rest Ash Trays (Limited) 

Rear Arm Rest Ash Trays (Century) 

Front End Parts (Axles,A-Frames,Etc...) (Century) 
Rear End (Torque Tub,Rear End Guts,Axles,Etc...) (Century) 
Rear Sway Bar (Special / Century 

Front Sway Bar rere / Century 


Starter (Special 

Rear License Plate Bracket 
Marvel Carb. (Special) 

Intake Manifold (Century) 

Rear Veiw Mirror 

Plug For Radio Holes in Dash 
Trunk Lid (Series 41 / 61 ) 
Transmission (large Series) (Minus Synchronizer) 
Gas Tank with Float (Century) 
Rear Fenders (Special / Century) 
Front Seat ( 2-Door ) 

Front Seat ( Coupe ) 

Rear Seat (Special ) 

Rear Seat With Arm Rest (Century) 
Parting Out A large Series Engine 
Pistons : 

Pistons Conecting Rods 

Lifters 

Camshaft 

Rocker Arms & Shaft 

Crankshaft 

Main Bearing Caps 

Oil Pan 

Cylinder Head 

Front Motor Mount Bracket 
Flywheel 

Distributor 


Timing Chain Cover (Takes New Rubber Seal) 


Call Between 5:30PM & 9:30PM Eastern Standard Time, Mon. 
Anytime Saturday and Sunday. 


ADD SHIPPING: Some Prices are Firm, Some are not. 
Also w trade parts for 38 Buick liturature I do not have. 


Call: DAVID BYLSMA, #117, im MARYLAND, (301) 551 - 7236 


$125.00 pr 
45.00 pr 
150.00 pr 
100.00 
75.00 
25.00 ea 
40.00 ea 


$ 
35.00 
25.00 
50.00 pr 


50.00 pr 
45.00 
40.00 
10.00 
10.00 pr 
$ 10.00 pr 
Make Offer 
$2000 set 
20.00 
15.00 


20.00 
10.00 
20.00 
15.00 
10.00 
25.00 set 
40.00 
75.00 
40.00 
35.00 ea 
25.00 
25.00 
20.00 
25.00 
10.00 ea 
10.00 ea 
2.50 ea 
35.00 
45.00 set 
45.00 
15.00 set 
20.00 
55.00 
25.00 ts "54 A 
: 25.00 


20.00 
30.00 


Thru Fri. 


WANTED: For 1937 Century. Stromberg AA- 
head light left side interior bucket & 
handle with plastic knob. 


CONRAD BURNETT (#434) 

510 Lost Acre Lane 

Great Falls, VA 22066 

703/430-0389 home; 703/478-0900 office. 


———CARFORSULE 


1933 Special Convertible Coupe, model 46C. I've owned this car over 
15 years, driven it nearly 20,000 miles and enjoyed every mile. It 
looks good, drives very well, and is one of the most reliable cars 


I ever owned. $15,000. Jon Lee (I forgot my club number) 115 Bath Rd 


Brunswick, MZ, O4011, 207-7296883, days, 207-442-7819 eves. 
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BUICK INTERIORS NOW AVAILABLE 


Complete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach. Each kit made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat 
Upholstery Kits come complete, ready to 
install. 


We presently have kits for the following 
popular Buicks from 1936 to 1940 and are 
in the process of adding many more. 


© 1936 Model 46 Business Coupe 

e 1937 Model 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 

e 1938 Mode! 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 

e 1938 Model 46 Business Coupe 

© 1939 Model 4] 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 
¢ 1940 Model 41 4-Door Trunk Back Sedan 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


Write or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to include 
year and model of your Buick along with your request. 


HAMPTON 
Cake 


xx 


Hampton Coach Inc., 70 High Street, PO. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-634) 
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DB’ S AUTOMOBILIA-BOX 2119-ATASCADERO,CA.93423 TEL (805)434-2963 
WEW ITEMS TO MAKE YOUR RESTORATION A PRIDE & PLEASURE,WE DO IT CORRECTLY, AMD YOUR IDEAS ARE HELPFUL TO THIS END. 


1937 HUB CAPS. THIS REPRODUCTION IS A RESULT OF THE REQUESTS 
OF MANY PEOPLE WHO HAD SEEN THE CAPS HERETOFORE OFFERED. 
WE ARE SURE, THESE WILL PLEASE THE MOST DISCRIMNIMATING 
EYE. THE "BUICK" LETTERS ARE PAINTED. HE-37 $ 60.EA. 


(937 = ALL SERIES FROMT MOTOR MOUNTS. 4 PCS SET M3475 $ SO. 


1937-38 INSTRUMENT GLASS SILK SCREEWED LETTERING DG-31 $ 26.EA. 
CLOCK GLASS $16 EA, RADIO GLASS $16 EA, 


1937 HOOD ORNAMENT. AN EXACT REPRODUCTION. EVERY DETAIL IS 
THERE. MADE IN PRECISION STEEL MOLDS AND BRILLIANTLY 


CHROME PLATED. 0-37 $75. EA. 
1938 = HOOD ORNAMENT. SAME DESCRIPTION FOR THIS OME, EICEPT IT = 
1S FOR YOUR 1938 BUICK, 0-38 8-75. EA. 


938 =A FULL NEWSPAPER SIZE SALES FOLDER SHOWING MANY INTERIOR 4 

ACCESSORY DETAILS OF THE NEW 1938 BUICK.15°K 23° SL-38 $6, te 
937-38 BORG ELECTRIC CLOCK WARRANTY TAG, 2-COLOR I-57 $2. ahi 
1937-38 FISHER BODY PLATE. PAINTED 2-COLOR.W/SCREWS,  FP-320 $7. Ca J 


937-38 RUMMING BOARD ANTENNA INSULATORS. TOTALLY MEW REPRODU- 
CTION, WOT A RE-COVER. THESE ARE THE BRACKETS USED Ow 
FACTORY IWSTALLED RADIOS. WOT TO BE COMFUSED WITH FORD 
OR THE AFTER MARKET “UMDER-THE-RUNMING-BOARD" ANTENNA, 
BUICK’S RUMMING BOARDS “ARE* THE ANTEWNA' THE OMLY COR- 
RECT TYPE FOR 37-38 BUICKS. COPIES OF THE FACTORY INST- 
ALLATION INSTRUCTIONS SUPPLIED. RI-378 «= S35/PR 


937 GRILLE "BUICK 8° 60-37 $30.EA 


938 © CENTER GRILLE STRIP SHIELD EMBLEM 6E-38 $30.EA 


937-38 FRONT FLOOR MAT. BROWN, 40-60 SER. UNCLE DAVE SAYS THIS 
1S AN EXACT COPY INCLUDING THE*FISHER® LOGO. CORRECT FOF 
ALL MODELS. FF-378 © $150. 


937-38 GLOVEBOIES. TAUPE LIWED. WO MICE EVER LIVED IM THESE ! 
1937 . . GB-37. . $27.EA 1938 . . GB-38. . $27.EA 


937-38 LOCK-ROLL RADIATOR HOSE CLAMPS. ORIGINALLY MFG. BY THE 
STEWART CO. FOR BUICK 1920 THRU 1941. THESE COPIES ARE 
DOME IN STAIMLESS STEEL & ENGRAVED “BUICK* ETC. AS ARE 
THE ORIGINALS WE HAVE. SOME, NAY HAVE BEEN USED WITHOUT 
THE BUICK LOGO, BUT, KWOWINWG THE PRIDE WITHIN THE COMP- 
AMY AT THAT TIME, AND THEIR KWACK FOR PUTTING THE BUICK 
MAME OM VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING, WE WENT THAT WAY, GIVE US 
THE OUTSIDE DIAMETER OF YOUR HOSE WHEN ORDERING. $5.EA. 


HIPPING; BY UPS. ADD $3. PER ORDER OR SL WHICHEVER IS GREATER. WE PRINT A 32 PAGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG FOR BUICK'S 1920 
TO 1953, SUSPENSION PATRS, MIRRORS, DECALS, HARDWARE, RUBBER, DASH GLASS & MORE.THIS IS JUST A SMALL PART OF THE LARG- 
EST STOCK OF PRE-WAR BUICK SELECTION TO WHICH WE CONTINUALLY ADD. CATALOG PRICE $2.FREE WITH ORDERS ON REQUEST. 
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Summer in Oregon 


